THE EAGLE NEBULA

Chandra’s observations of the “Pillars of Creation” in the Eagle Nebula
(M16) allowed astronomers to peer inside the dark columns of gas
and dust. This penetrating view reveals how much star formation is
happening inside these iconic structures. The Chandra data, overlaid
on the Hubble optical image, show bright X-ray sources in this field,
most of which are young stars. However, most of the X-ray sources
are found outside the pillars, suggesting that the Eagle Nebula may be
past its star-forming prime. One X-ray object found within the pillars
(blue source near the tip of the pillar on the left) appears to be a very
young star about 4 or 5 times more massive than the Sun.
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