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G1.9+0.3: A supernova remnant located about 28,000 light years from Earth.
(Credit: X-ray (NASA/CXC/CfA/S.Chakraborti et al.) 

Caption: Scientists have found the likely trigger for the most recent supernova in the Milky Way, by
studying the remnant called G1.9+0.3. This object belongs to a special class of supernovas called Type
Ias used to measure the expansion rate of the Universe. By combining data from Chandra (seen in this
image where red, green, and blue show low, medium, and high-energy respectively) and the VLA,
scientists have determined that a merger of two white dwarf stars triggered the supernova in G1.9+0.3. It
is important to identify the trigger mechanism for Type Ias because this could affect their use as
“standard candles” in cosmology. 

Scale:  Image is 4.1 arcmin across (About 30 light years). 
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