
Flame Nebula: A star cluster in the center of the Flame Nebula about 1,400 light years from Earth.
(Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/PSU/K.Getman, E.Feigelson, M.Kuhn & the MYStIX team;
Infrared:NASA/JPL-Caltech)

Caption: Astronomers have studied two star clusters to gain insight on how clusters of stars like our Sun
form. This composite image shows one of the clusters, NGC 2024, in X-rays from Chandra (purple) and
infrared data from Spitzer Space Telescope (red, green, and blue). A study of NGC 2024 and the Orion
Nebula Cluster suggest that the stars on the outskirts of these clusters are older than those in the central
regions. This is different from what the simplest idea of star formation predicts, where stars are born first
in the center of a collapsing cloud of gas and dust when the density is large enough.
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