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RCW 86: A supernova remnant about 8,200  light years away.
 
(Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/SAO  & ESA; Infared: NASA/JPL-Caltech/B. Williams  (NCSU))
 

Caption: This image of the s upernova RC W 86 c ombines X-ray data from  Chandra and X MM-Newton
 
(blue and green) along with infrare d data from  Spitzer and WISE (yellow and  red). Astronomers used
 
these data to determine that a Type Ia supernova explosion, which was witnessed  nearly 2,000 years
 
ago by Chinese a stronomers, was the source of the R CW 86 remnant seen today. Type I a supernovas
 
are created when a n otherwise s table white dwarf is  pushed beyond the brink of stability when a
 
companion star dumps material  onto it.
 

Scale:  Image is 1 degree across
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